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| The words of the Engayetiieiit are theſe : 


Do declare and promiſe that I will be trae and faithful to 
. the Conmon-wealth of England, ac the ſame is now 


| ob "wie ities King, or Home of Lords. 
#9 ing gl iy wont) ded ſec of the 
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not _— to preſerve the —_— rh and Privile Iget f the 
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or indixeltly againſt the preſent Government ; yea, to be true and: 
faithful to it. ; Which words, being frequently the words of the 
Subje&s Oaths to their Kings and Queens, were intended to 0>-. 
lige the SubjeRts to their utmoſt to oppoſe all the Enemies of their 
Perſons and Government, and&o likewiſe now binde us to oppoſe 


, the King and Houſe of Lords, yea, the Majoricy of the Houle of- 


Cquynons,(which legally, in caſe of diviſion, are-the whole Houſe): 
anSnot ro'2Mnit the Goyernwent aggin, no though they; ſhould 
more really and , in onr apprehenſions, promote the ends 
of our Solemn Covengqut-, and the publique good of this King- 
dom, then the preſexz Powers.do, ot{hill do. 

Which being premiſed , the Inconvenience , Uncertainty, In- 
ar " .UnſfisfaRorineſs,, yea, Unlawfulnels .of Ta- 
© *-- * - * king the {aid*Engagtment ſeems evident » *** 2; 

T.. The: Scripture commands obedience, and forbids reſiſtance, 
to lawful Magiltrates, *Roms: 13.352. 4nd chargeth us to render- 

#0 all their ducs, honour ts whom honour, tribute to Whom tribute 


is ane, Verl. 7. 1 may not do wrongtag publique orprizate per 


noe el pe pop nem oy en Aer 


Commons are the Legal Governors of this Kingdom, and that there 
are dues belong to them, (though we had never {worn or pro-. 


1njuriouſly deprived ;?4h@thatthis Exgagement tends to the efta- 
bliſhment and continuance of that injuſtice, and to the reſiſtance 
. of them, when they, or any of thetn, ſhall require their Right... 

2. It. isa wedling and engaging with and for thoſe that are gi- 
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_ Toms (uppoſedor real miſcarriages of a King, and ſome Parliament, 


raen (which are the fanlts of "Governors, nor of rhe Goyexnment) - 
| amttroga! Government; ' (which the very . 
IirgMy ad others} thaugh no great.. 


toabjte or engige: 
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Commen-wealth, (as ſome fancy,) but allo ts do nothing direftly 


Dee Hig rote 


off of - the wiſeſt Ges hn rg primer” . 
me thss' Kingdoth hitch ſo . 
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Y MC BE DEne i onthe lata os tn 


_ poſſkfionof Naborhs Vineyard,' againſt his Heirs and! | 


could F/ih have done it wirhour juſtifying, ict {ottie x 
hypocritical, illegal, oppreſlive;' bloody means ufed- byAbab 29d 
?czabel for procuring of the ſaid Vineyard ? and ſo be-:bad beets 
partaker of other mens ſint, and had fellowſhip With the nnfruit- 


. ful works of darkneſs, contrary to 1 Tim.5,22. Eph5.11. 


4. Ir is uncertain, Firſt, Whar is meant by (ommon-wealth of 


England; forifby thoſe words Ifowarchical and Ariſtocratical 


Government be exchuded, and the-Sapreme Power and Authority 
placed in the Community,, and ſuch as they truſt with ir, there is 
not now de jwre, nor de fatto, ſnch a Common-wealth of England. 
For a ſmall party of the Parliament and People have thruſt out the 
L awful Rulers, ahd have aſſumed of themſelves, and to themſelves, 
the Supreme Authority of this Nation, withour the Eleftion, Ap- 
pointment, Approbation, or Conſent of the People, yea, againſt 
their Conſents ; and do only palliate their Uſurpation and Tyranny 
(which's a raling over People againſt their wills) under the name 
of the Common-wealth, Secondly; Tris uncertain,-in'what ſence, 
or on what foundation, [rhe preſ#nt Governwenr is faid tobe eſta 
bliſhed ; Secing there was (ſaith Mr Browghton in his conſent bf 
Scriprare) xkinde of Interregurim' in f4dah for cleven years, be= - 
tweenrthe putting to death of Amaziab, and the receptionof Vz- 
ziah, and an'Uſurpation in the time'of Athaliah for thx years, yer 
neitherthe onenor the other (much leſs the preſent Government 
of this Kingdom, which is ſcarce one year old /\conld befaid to be 
eſtabliſhed upon any good Foundation, Divine or Kattane, and 
therefore upon the appearance of their lawfwl-King they vaniſhed 
away. E Os Gs HEE 

& This Engagement (I conceive})- is inconſiſteht- with-it ſelf; 
For firſt, A nan may be true and faithful to the. Commun-wealth 
of England, and yetendeavor thatit may Sip berxer efta- 
bliſzed, poſſibly without a Conncel of Stare, Mth a fuller arid 
freer Hovſe of Commons, or in:more faithful perſons-rhen rhoſe. 
1n which it is ſaid tobe now eſtab/;/hed, whick poſſiblymay be'a 
Yef-advancing, ſelEenriching party, over-awing and. oppreſiing 
A232 the 


to ſuſpeRt ſuch deali 
xed 11 Freny gg) 


Rill declare and 


gage in the alteration of the 
publique Goverament, eſpeci box theſe which aſſert, That the 
People are the Fountain of all Juſt Power,) 2s may ſufficiently 
appear by their unwillingneſs to engage therein, (though por-en- 
fyecrabe by yn; __ Noyes that mg of the Laws, = 
| > ANd- YUuEt engaging perio , May enjoy, ) an 
would more manifeſtly appear, thoſe that ſtand for the Engage- 
wee would lay.down their over-awing and menacing Arms, by 
which 7 as alfo by promotions and rewards) they prevail over facie 
and ſcrvile ſpirits, and ſuffer the Nation ; as in duty they ought } 
to vote and act freely, without danger or damage, according te 
thetr own ſence, as well againſt it as for it. | 
: :Þ. It ig alſo apparently contrary to.our former Oaths, Proteſta. 


top, Solema and Covenant, according to the common ſence 

and render fragt be wer ds;ohe Cw dapred by the Impaſers, 

8nd e I agreaable ro the occaſionsand ends of 

Engagement (as wras ar firlt premiſed 
and truc anice to 
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are the nobler parts of the People; it 
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for ir keeps out ſane Repreſentatives of mol} S, 
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between the Prince and Riker the union 

deſired and endeavored by the Parhament, when t ellos werg i 

feſſedly) moſt free fram corruption, evd to ma 0ns an gel 

tics amongit the Peggle, while they (hall La diltinguiſhed 

names of ; ers, and non-Engagets ; and wall | pro obbRy tO 

divide the K nr one from apather, contrary to Lo S$ Foreye 

League and Covenant ; and theſe Covenants do not 

6) DPwrns this Gaverament, and their Power apd Fee ”- 
war po: Rights and Liberties kom richtion haSr 


| as jp accardivg to aus Tp 
FR ena to reſtore, and recover them them 
we took t PET 


way, 35 they were ina Nis: meafare -e 

tion and Covenant, therefore.in that of We Nos boungd.co 
endeavor te brivg D elingwents in that kind to condige prnuſoment; 
par doth the Obligation of the ſaid Oarhs ceaſe, be © the King 
and his Heirs are whal anmibilated, (as T7. ancies, for thoug! 
the King be dead, his Heirs are not annihilated (there being ſo ma- 
ny of baand his Sifters ſeed) no moxe, no not ſo much as the Royal 
Seed was in the forementioned [nterregnum of Judab,. or the time 
of Atheliah's a ang wo. called; it 7; Goes on, Nr 19ſt 
Caſe in FX His other [en ; Commun 


/ 


* 7 ode aromas) wears A (6) _ I INPILN. IX . 
"24 Power} :* Arid the faid 7 F: his cotieeiori, That phir Zuyages 
"Went 1s contrary ro Qaths and Engagements of an bighty nature, 
ſands as a blur upon it, unwiped off, Finally nothing can be more 
againſt the Power, and Priviledges of Parliament, and lawful 
obey, and againff the Rights aud Liberties of the Subjett, 


'then to engage and Tear to them as a Parliament, and as the Su-- 


Pream Authority of 'E=g/a#d, thar are not ſo. The inconſiſtency 
' of this Engagement with the former Oaths and Covenants, ſeems 
to be the reaſon why the Grand Engagers do ( as much as in them 
ey) repeal annul, make voyd, or by ſome expoſition (newly fount 

 6lit foferye a turn).evadeorelude rhem, * # 
© 9. This Engagement is alſo inconſiſtent with our firſt Parlia- 
mentary Principles, in defence whereof ſo much blood and treaſure 
hath been ſpilt, for it is real Malignancy, and fo declared by Patlia- 
ment, 9 /ubvert the Fundamental Laws and Government of the 
Kingdom, to violate the Priviledges of Parliament, and the au- 
cient. Conrſe of Parliamentary Procecdings ; and for the doing 
of theſe things, yea, far but endeavoring to do theſe things, Tho: 
Earl of 49 why and William late Arch- Biſhop of Canterbury, 
were put to death ; yea the violation of the Priviledges of Parliz- 
ment, and ſome illegal Innovations and reffions, and the late 
king not bringing, or not ſuffering the offenders to bebroughe to 
condign pu t, was the {ers of the late War, not againſt 
the King{ as we were then told ad __ but for the removing 
of the wicked from before the King, that his throne might be eſt a- 
vliſted: And though we foiight againſt rhe Forces raiſed by the 
King, and amongſt which ſometimes he in perſon was, yer it was 
only to reſciie him from amongſt them, that he might return to his 
Parliament, as our allegiznce bound us. The fighting againſt the E: 
of LeiceſtersForces, where King Henry the third was in perſon, 
and carryed about for the countenance of his ations, and "the re- 
'{cuing ot him, thongh he wastinawares wounded i the refcue, was 
by the Parliament judged to be legal and faichful ſervice, and yer 
we always accounted it Treaſon, hateful to God,and all good men, 
to kill or wound the King intentionally or purpoſely, to diſ inhe- 
Tit the Royal -Progeny, to alter, the fandamental'Government of 
the Kibgdom. * Now. if we did conſcientiouſly and not faRiouſly 
oppoſe the poſs evils of Oppreffion, Uſurpacion, Innovations, and 
itrary Government in thelateKing, or his Agents, we 'camive 
EE engage 


#8 


engage to any Powers whatſqever that are guilty of greater Uſur- _” 

parion, and equalize (ifnot exceed) chem in the othes enormities, = 
without evidencing of damnableHypoerifie or Apoſtacy, and ina 
ſort bringing upon our own heads rhe. guile of all the blood that 
hath beer (8ed in this Kingdom, © PEE AP rs 

30. The? raking of this Engagement doth not at all. ſecure the 
preſent Government (which.is pretended tobe the end of it,) for 
men, for preſervation of their offices, livelihoods, and priviledges, 
will thi former folewn and fared Oaks and Corennt, 
and bretk all the botds of obedierice to lawful Magiſtrates antece- 
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oblige in foro Dez or Conſcientie to he of it. Firſt, 
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done, isantawful to be ſworn or promiſc 

Secondly, Litter Engagements, Femrtahe ns[c 
poſe) rhe moſt ſolema Oaths, © pap do Farmer. 18s 
and C aber, ate ipſo ſo fatto) yoydand, reap 
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